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DECENTRALIZED 2017

Decentralized 2017 brought together some of the world’s leading 
business and academic experts to discuss the current trends and 
future developments of Blockchain technology.

Professionals from key industries across the globe gathered for 
a 2-day world-class summit to explore the latest innovations and 
to talk about the challenges that lie ahead in this ever-growing 
ecosystem.

Decentralized 2017 featured 50+ speakers and had over 500 at-
tendees from leading Blockchain corporations, financial institutions, 

and start-ups, as well as investors, academics and policy-makers. 
This positioned the summit as this year’s premier Blockchain event 
for Europe and the Middle East. The summit took place at the St. 
Raphael Resort, in Limassol, on 2 and 3 November.

 It is an honour to announce that a second conference, Decentra-
lized 2018, is being planned for 14-16 November 2018, at Parklane 
Resort, in Limassol. This aims to assemble even more of the world’s 
leading executives and academic experts, to continue the discussion 
on the trends and future developments of Blockchain Technology.
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The new academic year 2017-2018 is off to a promi-
sing start.  The changes that were introduced last year 
with the re-branding of UNIC were followed by further 
innovations that provide new impetus to University life.

The students were warmly welcomed back with a  
“Welcome Party” that was a great success. The Student 
Affairs Department has been very active in promoting 
the various societies and it is very pleasing to note that 
there has been an increased interest in enrollment. 
Already a number of societies have organized activi-
ties and there is much more to come. There was some 
inconvenience caused at the beginning of the semester 
due to the renovation of the cafeteria. But we believe 

that it was worth it as is evidenced by the increasing number that are using the friendly 
and functional Coffeeology 101. There is now something for every taste and the comments 
from students thus far have been very positive.

The mid-term exams are now in progress and this is a time of some stress for many. But 
exams of one kind or another are an integral part of the learning process. Persevere to 
see them through and the joy of the Christmas holidays is not far. There will be days of 
celebration and festivities organized by the Student Affairs Department, the Student Union 
and a number of student societies. 

University life is rich with experiences, seize every opportunity to get involved and create 
memorable memories for the years to come...

Warmest wishes to all for the coming holidays and the New Year.

Dear Students, 

Hopefully you ‘ve had a wonderful fall semester and now 
you are getting ready to enjoy the Christmas holiday and 
the freshness of the new year! The start of a new year is 
a great opportunity to make a plan in order to make sure 
that your academic and personal goals will be achieved. 

University years represent on the very few times that 
you will have the chance to experience new things, 
indulge freely in your hobbies and connect with people 
from diverse educational and cultural backgrounds. To 
make the most of student life, don’t be afraid to push 
your comfort zone, try new things and meet new people. 

University isn’t all about attending classes and taking 
exams. Along with taking advantage of the numerous learning opportunities that are ac-
cessible to you, enrich your student life by getting involved outside the classroom. You’d 
be surprised at how many opportunities there are for students to get involved on and off 
campus. The Student Affairs Department offers a plethora of opportunities to get engaged 
and contribute to a greater cause while doing something you love. 

And if you ever feel overworked, stressed or just in need of advice or a friendly ear, come to 
us; we are always here for you! There is no shame in admitting that you are having a tough 
time and asking for help. Your health, physical and emotional, is so crucial for keeping you 
on your feet and moving forward so that you can enjoy your university years to the fullest!

Dr. Emilios Solomou
Executive Vice President for Administration

Myria Thrassou
Head, Student Affairs Department

UNIC UNVEILS 
ITS NEW BRAND IDENTITY
It’s been a busy few weeks at UNIC, leading up to the unveiling of 
our new logo and brand identity this past April! The rebrand marks 
an important milestone in the evolution of our institution, one we 
are excited to share with our students, as the most vital members 
of our community.

The new brand identity embodies our enduring vision, while 
representing our current direction as an innovative, future-oriented 
university based in Cyprus, but with global reach, that aims to 
be a hub for academic and technological excellence in the 
Mediterranean region.

Our new modern and minimalistic logo is designed to support this 
global aspiration and our commitment to serve as an international 
academic leader.

To celebrate, we’ve created gi  bags with UNIC branded items, to 

give out to all our students. Many have already picked these up 
from various points across campus. 

We invite all others to collect their gi� bag from these 
designated pick-up points: 

• Main Building - Main Reception Area and outside Gallery  
 Restaurant
• Medical School - Block A Reception Area
• Research & Technology Building - UNICafe
• Architecture Building - Main Reception Area
• UFIT - Main Reception Area

Meanwhile, we would like to thank our students for joining us on 
this wonderful journey, and for helping our University become the 
academic institution it is today.
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The latest TEDx University of Nicosia 
took place on 11 November 2017. To 
those who are not familiar with TED, it 
is a non-profit organisation devoted to 
ideas worth spreading. A TEDx event 
is an independently organized event 
during which speakers present thought-
provoking, well-formed ideas in less than 
18 minutes. This year’s TEDx University 
of Nicosia invited 9 speakers and 3 per-
formers to play again at the Filoxenia 
Conference Centre, under the theme 
GAME OVER.PLAY AGAIN?

At this year’s TEDx, the main focus was 
on how to overcome our fears, how to 
move on with our lives and play again 
after having reached an important junc-
tion in our lives, perhaps a dead end (or, 
as mentioned, a game over).

The nine speakers (Suzana Hadjirousou 
Shiakalli, David Snowden, Alfred Bakker, 
Oliver Burkeman, Jassamy Hibberd, Philip-
pos C. Patsalis, Michelle McGagh, Roya 
Mahboob, Emma Murphy and Sofia Matsi) 
showed how this was possible through 
their talks, which included personal 
experiences that created a connection 
between them and the audience.

The three performers (Olga Kouklaki, 
Jonny Berliner and Haig Yazdjian) fur-
ther enhanced the ambience of the day. 
TEDxUNIC host, Demetris Kokkoris, invited 
the volunteers and the audience to try 
the haka, a traditional war cry dance, 
which has its roots in Maori culture. An 
abundance of emotions filled the room 
as the event reached its final end.

With over 800 people in attendance, 
the event was a sell-out success! This 
of course, wouldn’t have been possible 
without the help of over 70 student 
volunteers, ranging from ushers, to 
make-up artists, to venue assistants, 
and many more important roles. 

GEARING UP Playing Again… at TEDxUNIC!
GEARING UP

Tips Corner
Get Equipped - UNIC and 
Moodle Aps
Now students have available some essential 
apps, making their university life easier and 
more efficient. These two apps, which have 
changed student life for the better are:

Unic Now Mobile App offers a wide range 
of features, including:

• Push Notifications

• Locations Based/ Beacon Notifications

• Student Course Schedule

• Student Exam Schedule

• Student Class Cancellations

• Student Performance reports

• Information about the University of Nicosia

• Virtual Tours of the University of Nicosia   
   Buildings

• Navigation between the University Buildings

• University Events Calendar

• Social Media Integration

• Useful contacts information

• Video Streaming

The Moodle App offers a variety of course 
essential needs. It includes weekly topics, 
lecturer’s notes as well as all the necessary 
worksheets and assignments a student may 
have to take and complete. It can also be 
used as a review of classes, where every 
lesson is updated along with the class’s 
current progress. Discussions can also be 
created where the class can cooperate to 
complete a certain project, where the lecturer 
can also give advice to help in the process. 

Students should check them out! They can 
be very useful in their university experience 
and progress.

Available on the App Store, Google Play and 
Windows store.
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GEARING UPNew Era at the Business School

Epic Virtual Reality (VR) 
360° Video Production 
Shoot
UNIC’s latest project to create a 360° 
virtual reality (VR) video experience 
of the University’s campus has been a 
challenging task, and more than three 
months in the making.

Approximately 150 UNIC students have 
volunteered to take part in the various VR 
shoots so far, which were filmed across 
campus. The University is grateful for 
their assistance, and invites others to join 
the experience when filming resumes in 
January 2018.

 The 360° VR video experience will offer 
prospective students a “real” feel for the 
campus before their arrival here!

 This incredible shoot showcases UNIC 
using advanced VR technology, an am-
bitious project that represents high 
production values for any university in 
Cyprus and much of the world.Professor Angelika Kokkinaki joined the 

University of Nicosia in 2013 and newly 
elected Business School Dean. Her pas-
sion and commitment to academia and 
research became immediately evident; one 
cannot help but appreciate her generous 
spirit which has propelled her career. 

After receiving her first degree in Computer 
Engineering and Informatics from the 
University of Patras in Greece, she began 
her professional career as a System’s 
Programmer at the IT Department of the 
General Hellenic Bank in Athens. Follow-
ing this, Professor Angelika decided to 
return to academia and follow an MSc in 
Computer Science from the Northeastern 
University in Boston, USA, and later a PhD 
in Computer Science at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette. Professor Kokki-
naki’s interest in Management Information 
Systems (MIS), grew through her studies 
and shaped by her previous experience. 

In 2003, she joined the University as an 
Associate Professor in the Department 
of Management and MIS of the School of 
Business, lecturing both undergraduate 
and MBA programmes. Over the years 
she has held numerous administrative 
posts, including the Department Head, 
Coordinator of the BBA MIS programme, 
Vice Chair of the MBA Mentors Board, Vice 
Chair of the School Research Committee 
and from 2007-2014, the Associate Dean 
of the School of Business. In 2014 she 
assumed the position of Director of the 
MBA programme, where now she is the 
Dean of the School of Business. 

Professor Angelika Kokkinaki welcomes 
anyone who wants to come forward if 
there are any recommendations and/or 
ideas on how the School of Business can 
become further efficient. 



UNIC September is an orientation pro-
gramme that takes place every September, 
focusing on welcoming and informing 
all new students of the University about 
their new university life.

Within the programme different seminars 
as well as events, activities and information 
are given out depending on the different 
programmes of study. Throughout the 
events, there are many activities which 
are either team building or athletic. Dur-
ing these activities students are given 
the chance to get to know each other 
and create an open environment free 
of racism, bringing the UNIC Students 
together to stand united. 

Students have the chance to explore the 
University Campus and get familiar with 
the area, which includes explo-ring restau-
rants, bars and café’s in the surrounding, in 
which students will be able to gather and 
spend their free time. Students who come 
from abroad are also welcome to visit the 
country as a whole, as trips are arranged. 

This year’s UNIC September was an in-
credible experience, and we hope that 
students who will join the University in 
the future benefit from such orientation 
programmes. These programmes are 
created to guide and prevent any arising 
issues, which may negatively affect their 
university life. 

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN A UNIC September

Tips Corner
Organising Student Time
1. Set up/Prepare a schedule

2. Write all your deadlines, assignments and 

exams on your schedule

3. Plan a weekly as well as a monthly schedule

4. Set reminders

5. Make time for sleep, well-balanced meals, 

exercise and hobby time

6. Create a daily to-do list

7. Don’t leave everything to the last minute. 

Try to start your assignments or projects as 

soon as you can

8. Schedule rewards for each university task 

you complete

9. Allow yourself to take small breaks 

between tasks

10. Find a suitable place where you can 

focus on studying and procrastinate less.

University of Nicosia
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Millennium Cafeteria is now
COFFEEOLOGY101
This past summer was a busy one on 
campus, filled with renovations and 
improvements aimed at creating a better 
overall University campus experience for 
all. One such renovation has been the 
Millennium Cafeteria, which reopened 
at the start of the semester with a brand 
new name: COFFEEOLOGY101!

COFFEEOLOGY101 has been furnished 
with new comfortable couches, a built-in 
study area, an outdoor bar, as well as 
many power outlets and Wi-Fi access 
points. The coffee has been upgraded 

Tips Corner
Making New Friends
Tips Corner: Making New Friends

Making new friends at a new university can 
be a bit of a struggle. This can be even more 
difficult for students coming from abroad, 
where there is a shift in culture, language 
and way of thought. However, the following 
simple steps can just be the trick 

1. Join a Club or Society: This can be the best 
way to meet like-minded people.

2. Get Out Into the World: Go out, have fun! 
Whether it is through bars, restaurants or 
coffee shops.

3. Go to Events: Take advantage of all the 
events offered by UNIC such as concerts, 
day trips, cinema screenings or exhibitions. 

4. Use Social Media: Add your classmates on 
social media, or check out events to attend 
through groups or different UNIC accounts.

5. Get to the Gym: Working out is an awe-
some way of meeting new people. Grab the 
chance to start a conversation.

6. Be Nice: There is no faster way to become 
friends with someone. Whether it is lending 
a notepad or helping a classmate with an 
assignment, friendship is guaranteed. 

7. Be open minded: Be open to meeting 
different types of people. Sometimes it’s 
the most unlikely individuals that make the 
best of friendships.

8. Do your Homework at a Coffee Shop: It 
sounds difficult, however it’s an opportunity 
to strike up a conversation with others.

9. Be Confident: Getting out of your comfort 
zone can be scary, but once it happens, it’s 
amazing how great friendships are guaran-
teed to develop. Sometimes it’s as simple 
as just saying ‘Hi’.
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to Hausbrandt, the oldest Italian coffee 
roasting brand, which is also one of the 
best-selling Italian coffee brands in the 
world. The food menu has also been up-
dated to include a variety of food choices.

As it is hoped that students will use the 
cafeteria as a study area and also a place 
to socialize and/or relax, the operating 
hours were extended from 8am to 12 
midnight, Monday to Sunday, so as to 
give students the opportunity to study 
on campus until late, should they wish.



It was a great sunny day when the first 
day trip to Limassol was planned on the 
19th of November. More than 50 students 
attended the trip. Students got the chance 
to visit the Sanctuary of Apollo Hylates, 
Kourion Theatre, Kolossi Castle as well 
as the Limassol Castle, where they were 
left to enjoy the beauty of the new marina. 
At the marina, students enjoyed lunch at 
the various restaurants and did shopping 
sprees in the countless souvenir shops. 
It was such an amazing experience that 

a replica of this trip took place on the 
2nd of December, as there was such a 
high demand of students who wanted to 
visit the city of Limassol. Many of these 
students were on the waiting list of the 
first planned trip, who also enjoyed it. 
It was a very fulfilling experience for 
many of the multi-cultured students of 
UNIC as they got to see the true Cypriot 
culture and history of this small, but 
breathtaking island. 

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN Fun Under the Limassol Sun
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Tips Corner
A successful CV
The Careers Office presents to you 5 writing 

tips for a successful CV.  

Tip #1 

Stick to no more than two A4 pages and 

include only relevant information.  

Tip #2 

Present your educational and professional 

background in chronological order (most 

recent first). 

Tip #3 

Pay attention to typography – grammatical 

and spelling errors. They are not acceptable.

Tip #4 

Keep your CV simple – be clear and explain 

the benefits of your skills. 

Tip #5 

Adjust your CV according to the position and 

organization you are applying for.  

“If you haven’t found it yet, keep looking…” 
-Steve Jobs



Achieving Student Succees

The Careers Office organised five ex-
traordinary seminars from the 14th to 
the 16th of November. The seminar titles 
were: Self-Confidence, Team Work and 
Collaboration, Employability Skills, Πώς 
να Καλύψεις την Απουσία Εμπειρίας and 
How to Deliver Effective Presentations, 
where speakers from known companies 
spoke from their own experiences about 
these important subjects that have a vast 
impact on someone’s career. 

The “Self-Confidence” seminar gave focus 
on self-confidence, self-esteem as well 
as self-efficacy, where Ms. Papamichael 
from KPMG explained to students and 
motivated them on how to boost all of 
the previous attributes, along with what 
to do and what not to do, when it comes 
to these enormous aspects of our lives. 

The “Teamwork and Collaboration” semi-
nar given by Dr. Kentas, concentrated 
on how important it is to work in teams 
and groups, and provided tips on how to 
plan and achieve success through group 
collaboration. 

The “Employability Skills” seminar pointed 
some important views on how to increase 
employability skills; whether there are 
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specific ways to describe oneself and 
personal achievements, how to write 
an excellent CV and tips on how to nail 
an interview. The mind-blowing seminar 
given out by Ms. Diola from ICAEW, gave 
a large focus on how to get employed in 
a very easy and sufficient way. 

The seminar titled “Πώς να Καλύψεις την 
Απουσία Εμπειρία” (How to cover lack of 
experience), was also great success. Mr. 
Papadopoulos gave simple advice on how 
one can gain experience without mak-
ing it difficult to get a job, but also gave 
an advice of caution on how employers 
from a variety of companies often do 
background checks on candidates, in 
order to confirm if they are suitable for 
the job. 

The last seminar which grabbed the 
attention of both students and alumni 
was “How to Deliver Effective Presenta-
tions” seminar, given by Mr. Alexandrou 
of the Young Future Leaders. It gave 
an excellent representation of how the 
perfect presentation would be conveyed 
to an audience of any kind, in the most 
effective manner.

Emotional Intelligence
Probably, if not the most successful 
seminar, one of the most successful 
seminars took place on the 2nd of No-
vember in the UNESCO Amphitheatre, 
the “Emotional Intelligence” seminar, 
presented by Professor Marios Constan-
tinou. The seminar focused on how EQ 
(Emotional Quotient) could be the vehicle 
to ultimate life success. Someone’s EQ is 
the ability to control a series of feelings 
and expressions, such as the control of 
lower stress, which helps not only to un-
derstand one’s self but also others, when 
it comes to being at university or at work. 
According to Professor Constantinou, it 
was found that there are four clusters of 
Emotional Intelligence: Self-Awareness, 
Self-Management, Social Awareness 
and Social Skills. It is important to note 
that everyone belongs in one or more 
of these clusters, since EQ seems to be 
one of the most important aspects of our 
current and future success. Everyone 
should take a note that “being smart or 
getting straight A’s is not the only ticket 
to a great education, job or life”.



OUT N’ ABOUT Souvlaki Night

One of the events that brought out the 
Greek and Cypriot culture to life was the 
Souvlaki Night which took place on the 
25th of October. International students 
of the University from different cultures 
and backgrounds joined the Department 

of Student Affairs at Frames to a night 
filled with Greek music and food. Souvlaki, 
pitta bread, fried potatoes with oregano 
as well as Greek pizza was served, while 
the audience had a chance to enjoy live 
Greek music.

OUT N’ ABOUT

University of Nicosia
It’s a Student Affair
Issue 31 | Fall 2017

UNIC Music Vibes
The beginning of the new semester was 
welcomed in by UNIC MUSIC VIBES, which 
took place at the Open Amphitheatre on 
5 October 2017. All 4 amazing DJ’s (DJ 
Andy V, DJ Mar, DJ K starring Fanos 
Sax, DJ Dino K), along with a talented 
saxophonist, made the night unforget-
table, filled with singing and dancing on 
the dancefloor.

Beer, pizza and burgers were offered at 
low prices, while entry was open to all. 
The event made it possible for students 
who met during UNIC September to get 
together for a memorable night on cam-
pus, and also brought together students 
of the University as a whole!
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OUT N’ ABOUTHalloween Day N’ Night

A Spooktacular Day and Night filled with 
blood and horror filled the university 
campus along with Frames on the 31st 
of October. 

The Student Affairs Department organized 
a series of fun activities. One of these 
was the carving of pumpkins, where 
there would be a winner announced later 
within the week. We are glad to announce 
that the winner of the Pumpkin Carving 
Competition was Givens Rochelle, with a 
fantastic creation of a one-eyed pumpkin. 
All of these frightening pumpkins were 
exhibited at Frames in the Night event, 
where there was a lot of spooky dancing 
and hard bloody liquor drinking, whilst 

Frames looked like a scary haunted house 
on fire! Spider-webs, old family photos 
as well as skeletons and ghosts were 
decorated on white blood-filled sheets, 
giving off a very perfect example of a 
Halloween Party. 

At Frames, there was a section for eve-
ryone who wanted to get face painted, 
but also sweets in every table to support 
the idea of Trick or Treat. The Night event 
was filled with Vampires, Scarecrows, 
Monsters and many different other cos-
tumes. It was a very enjoyable night full 
of dancing and fun, which made it even 
more difficult to want to leave from this 
marvellous event. 

Live Acoustic
Pop/Rock Night
The audience was “Born to be Wild” at 
the Live Acoustic Pop/Rock Night at 
Frames! The wonderful night filled with 
music from the live band, provided a once 
in-a-lifetime experience. Students who 
enjoy pop and rock music could come 
to dance and listen to their favourite 
songs. The event that took place on the 
23rd of November was a great success 
and it is hoped that events such as this 
will repeat themselves.




