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Introduction:Reconciliation and Citizenship in Cyprus:
A Trans Communal Concept for Social Action 13-15

L aurie Johnson
Reconciliation and Peace Education in Cyprus:
What Will It Take? 17 -41

This paper explores the need for and challengeslwed in implementing peace
education in a post-conflict region such as Cyprlise author discusses the major
components necessary to pursue systemic peaceteducaschools as well as the
contentions associated with taking such actions idivided society. The author
provides a first-person account of her researcheobstions in Cyprus while there in
2006 as a Fulbright Scholar and calls upon lesse@ned during similar work in
Northern Ireland, as a means of providing a compaeabackdrop. Identified efforts
in the Turkish-Cypriot and the Greek-Cypriot edumaal systems are discussed in
the context of building the infrastructure necegstar peace education to take hold,
as a societal stepping stone to reconciliationCiprus.

Chara Makriyianni and Charis Psaltis
The Teaching of History and Reconciliation 43 - 69

The question of history teaching and learning irpg often comes to the forefront
of public debate, mainly in the daily press, asoatest between those who wish to
change the school history textbooks and those wdnat them to stay as they are.
Although such discussions are useful, in this pdpey are of secondary importance
to the question of what the aims are, the methaicdd weaknesses and, more
fundamentally, the epistemological assumptionshefdurrent way history is being
taught and learned in Greek-Cypriot schools of @gpr As this paper shows, one of
the most important problems of teaching and leagrirstory today in Cyprus is the
understanding of history teaching by many educatssa mere transmission of
beliefs and the presentation of the past as hegitaljyot only this state of affairs does
not promote historical understanding, but it hinslereconciliation cementing
division. We conclude with a call for urgent edumaal reform in the epistemology,
aims and methods of history teaching and learnm@yprus.




Erol Kaymak
Does Cyprus Need a Truth and Reconciliation Comon&s 71-89

One of the unexplored questions in Cyprus relatetheé means of reconciliation,
prior to or in conjunction with a political settleant to the Cyprus problem. Now that
bodies of the missing persons in Cyprus are finiyng exhumed and identified
through DNA testing, it is reasonable to ask whethere is a need to consider the
establishment of bodies authorised to seek both &ind reconciliation.

The short answer is ‘no’. The Reconciliation Cossiun that was envisaged in the
failed Annan Plan would serve the end of reconodiabetter than a full blown truth
and reconciliation commission. The paper explotbe matter and potential
problems, offering some suggestions for a moretfiluifuture Reconciliation
Commission that goes beyond the confines of tlggnati mandate (as described in
the Annan Plan) to write an official historical teco embrace the wider challenge of
contributing to the construction and maintenanceaotiable society and polity.
Further, now that a settlement on the island is iesminent given the rejection of the
Annan Plan, there is also a need to consider pumgueconciliation independent of a
comprehensive settlement.

Virginie Ladisch
The Challenge of Peacebuilding:
Cypriot Views on Reconciliation 91 - 108

In the search for a solution to the ‘Cyprus problemime focus of debates and
discussions has been on power sharing agreememd, dxchanges, right of return,
and economics, but there has been little to no dooo reconciliation. In the
aftermath of the referendum in which Cypriots wgineen an historic opportunity to
vote on the reunification of the island, this resba places the concept of
reconciliation at the centre of the debate abow @yprus problem. Based on data
gathered in 2005 through forty interviews with Geg@ypriot and Turkish-Cypriot
politicians, businessmen, activists, academicsaigational leaders, economists,
and members of civil society, this article presédypriots’ views on reconciliation.
Drawing from literature on reconciliation in confli divided societies as a
framework, it will analyse the various perceptidbgpriots hold about the definition
of reconciliation, what initiatives can be usedpt@mote reconciliation in Cyprus, the
obstacles on the path towards reconciliation, ahd sequencing of reconciliatory
measures. Overall, this article seeks to presantaliernative to strict political
engineering projects that characterise the currdabate about the Cyprus problem,
by encouraging creative approaches to conflict hetson such as truth commissions,
revised history curricula, and joint projects thédster mutual understanding and
shared commitment to peace.

David Officer
Northern Ireland — Peace without Reconciliation 109 - 121

Recent events in Northern Ireland suggest that @éas finally been achieved and a
new era of improved inter-community relations hasnmenced. However, the
conditions within which the major communities exg@re antagonistic relations



have not been displaced but entrenched within the molitical dispensation.
Through an exploration of what reconciled relatibips might demand it is apparent
that whilst peace has been achieved the promisee@dnciliation has yet to be
realised.

Nicos Trimikliniotis
Reconciliation and Social Action in Cyprus:
Citizens’ Inertia and the Protracted State of Limbo 123 - 160

This paper will attempt to chart a normative franoekvfor action for a social politics
of reconciliation via a course for citizens’ acti@aeross the ethnic divide of Cyprus.
It will attempt to consider the context and contehteconciliation in Cyprus at this
time and examine the various ‘routes’ to recontidia, in terms of locating their
theoretical, philosophical and ethical points ofeeence. Whilst ‘reconciliation’ is
something that normally takes place after a settleimthe groundwork (conceptual,
political and societal) needs to begin wheneverpgbtential is there: the protracted
state of limbo that characterises the Cyprus probles well as the opening of the
checkpoints in April 2003 make the ideas of rappemsent, reconciliation and
cooperation realisable en mass immediately. Albe idea of ‘anchoring’ the
reconciliation processes to the specific contex€gprus is essential if the project is
to survive, expand and be legitimised in the eyésrdinary’ people, institutions and
political forces. The paper aims to locate thegiole common threads that permeate
the various ‘routes’; whilst at the same time icaes the limits and boundaries of
‘common’ elements. Moreover, the paper attemptddgmystify’ and deconstruct the
concept in terms of the potential for ‘transfornaati of this particular ethno-national
conflict. In this, we need to appreciate (a) theltrdimensionality of ethno-national
conflict within class-divided societies which mastfthemselves in tandem with other
contestations and (b) evaluate the processes bghwidieas about ‘reconciliation’
become hegemonic, the role of social forces andstiaée(s). The paper then
examines the potential for action by citizens amdn@nes the tension within the
concepts of citizenship, community, ethnos/nati@hany project of ‘reconciliation’.
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